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Introduction

FeA| TR — b RV A
b EE R e S P
X? Bl INE R T T RSN
BE. FIRUE 55@ B

How do we transform
what were once company
grounds into a lively
downtown quarter?

\We prioritize mixed use,
e openness, and permea-
pility.

Eb#E Competition
1172009, —%F % 1st prize

IR T Completion

GSBC Platinum certification,

7 B
ICONIC Awards 2021 Innovative
Architecture — Winner
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lt's a highly promising setting.
\Which is why It made sense
to us to develop a new urban
quarter with a mix of uses hhu!"
comprising offices, retall,
and housing. \We opened

up what was a closed-off
area, reestablished historical
pathways, and forged a link
between Willy Brandt Platz
and the promenade along
the Main riverbank.
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yAE:
Urban planning
concept

Drywnes 14.3.04

R/RIB - BA&/R (Jirgen Engel) M REE

Jirgen Engel’s sketch of the initial idea

MainTor X i FiA =5 @
FRX. EEAHSERXE
LA KSP Engel E5SFRT
2007 FEHIER &K, 7
[R{ZE % (Degussa) HIRHY
EREE 7T EM; izt TR
F Untermainkai A&, #13L
RIF% (Stadtische Bihnen) 5
WeiBfrauenstrafe AXf 2 [8lo
XA AR AN XIE S
5mmRe+5, NSen
RNRRFFR, HEE T BE K
NS5 ATHEE. fEE WinX X
[EF 2020 &M, izt
B TEE & 5T/ MainTor
Primus#MainTor Porta #1
MainTor Panorama = EE#51#%
MR T X—HEaXA XY
Mo MainTor X i@ d A HS
TEE, FERX5EIXE
BYEERR, B TR EE
M= B R Z X% B i al i
£ 3,500 N TERIUREY
200 ERE,

&
&b

The point where the CBD, the
Main riverside, and Frankfurt’s
Old Town all meet: the MainTor
quarter. The 2007 master plan
drawn up by KSP Engel formed
the basis for the redevelop-
ment of the former Degussa
grounds located between
Untermainkai, the municipal
theater and opera complex,
and Weissfrauenstrasse.
Closed to the public for de-
cades, the some two-hectare-
large site was opened up to the
city and now features housing,
leisure facilities, and offices.
Turn-key of the WinX Tower in
2020 marked the completion
of construction work, while the
MainTor Primus, MainTor Porta,
and MainTor Panorama towers
accentuate the cornerstones
of the new neighborhood. The
MainTor quarter forms the
missing link between the CBD
and the Main riverbank and
reestablishes the former routes
the public took. The site pro-
vides space for around 3,500
jobs and around 200 homes.

i T
35 J—
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TG, ZMIRE O E
%% (Degussa) (K TRAEIHIE
EBFRTEM N F 2R B
(WeiBfrauenstraBe) BB #R1T
BAEF1950F - NFERE
T 20t £E80F A HHR, ZtIR
(YEMY A TRLARE) EX
WET ZHRER, HPEEA
FHER %A (Neue Mainzer
StraBe) SR FE 5 BE R
L —1R48KZHIARE (BE
EEEEERN) . EILEAE, %
HIBRAR I 2 ARFF I

After World War I, the site
served as the headquarters of
the Degussa chemicals group;
its first administrative building
on Weissfrauenstrasse opened
for business in 1950. More
buildings were erected on the
exclusively commercial site
thru’ to the mid-1980s, includ-
ing a 48-meter-high tower (the
Degussa high-rise) on the cor-
ner of Neue Mainzer Strasse
and Weissfrauenstrasse. The
grounds were off-limits to the
public throughout this time.

19t B AP I TRt A,

Historic urban plan, 19th century

SBHEMY—ERMEHERERR

Masterplan — stand design phase

MainTor X RYER{A R ML=
JE B KSP Engel ESFRAI
KA R B RE H BT
7, ZMREHRS FINEHXHN
ERMELN 7 EERET
KM ERRNEIEWTIAF
SPIRIPRAAMIRE - R E
/R%2Z (Hermann Schlosser
Villa, 2T 1823 )  (EEHZE

(Degussa) BBRERN, URE
4 “Die Komédie” WA SR
BIFRI BN —Z BRI N T
2000 FEARIRIE K.

History

The overall architectural
concept for the MainTor quarter
is based on the plans by

KSP Engel. Historical pathways
were restored, meaning the
site was relinked to the road
network of the adjoining
neighborhoods. The existing
buildings that remained in
place were the heritage-listed
Hermann Schlosser Villa dating
from 1823 and the Degussa
Tower, as well as the edifice
which is home to “Die Komddie”
boulevard theater, which was
built in 2000.
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Concept for the central place — stand design phase

KSP Engel EEFIE 21t
BT EZAERMBTHNEINE
B T#2, 83E Primus. Porta
AR Patio {FE4R & 18, WinX
KENIZITHRETE 2009 F
H—AERILIT EE RS
M. MRS5S
EETRIBEEFRIMBARE
BEEMNEMABEE SIFMN
WK BRIt IS
1BEE AR R RE L I THRERR B o
N4, X— 33t 108,000 F 75
KFEHXERL DR E
MERBRAENRETF—&, EEWH
RHE N B XRIZBIENI

mEE. ZEHXFMUABEEE
ARSI, REET
BREFRESHRNRERD
Ffi, EIESEI T “16 DHhAEE
B HIER, B A ELEEMRR
B—EgRIES 1T 156 DY
SERRMFAT K.

KSP Engel was also commis-
sioned to design key project
buildings, including Primus,
Porta, and the Patio residential
block. Its proposal for the WinX
Tower emerged the winner in
the 2009 architecture com-
petition. The urban planning
concept takes into account

all the important elements
that characterize a future-ori-
ented development, with an
innovative urban design and
architecture, carefully crafted
outdoor spaces, and an intelli-

S

gent usage concept. The new
quarter now combines a total
of 108,000 square meters of
retail outlets, offices, hospi-
tality, and housing to create a
24/7 neighborhood. Countless
public cultural institutions as
well as local amenities and
leisure offerings are located
close by. The project realizes
the idea of a neighborhood that
offers everything you need for
everyday life within a 15-min-
ute radius.

15

I F RO E10RH
WinX K E7EI T KPRk P
T XSRS (L. =
EEERENIDREZEN
RETHHHPHXBARE
=, MainTor-Panoramas 2
BRSHMENETIEREX
& (Schweizer National Tower)
{KEMER, FZEUntermainbrii-
cke KIFHTIEE & H—Fh “i5
FmIP HNEREZEEHW
INE ST TR ER R X —
FEXENEN T HHEA
B2, AHIgHES FINEIR
XARRIENTE

The 110-meter-high WinX Tower
at the center of the district
marks its place within the
cityscape, while three lower
office towers accentuate its
key urban cornerstones. The
MainTor Panorama high-rise
building matches the size

of the Swiss National high-

rise on the other side of the
street, creating a kind of “city
gate” at the Untermainbriicke
bridge. Small alleyways and
sheltered arcades embed the
new neighborhood in the urban
fabric, with public uses and
outdoor restaurants enlivening
the area’s main square.

Masterplan

Primus FLE
View to Primus
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Urban spaces, proposal

al

TAREIRT
Pathways, proposal

Quarter

Ex

.

3 =2
EDDDB

UF RO MR, it

Stand-alone on the main plaza, proposal

BN S AR EERE A
==i8] (540 WinX KEATHY
FRRI17) BUE R ARSI 7.
SARESRNB LR, M
MEZAETICEREBH A
WA A E IO FF AR
B5@FERA (Main River)
BEIIEBNE, HLUEEZ
HXSHHHMXISFE
FE, HEEH T X—XIEH
SEHE M MainTor HX 2
EEECEERARETEEE
R SIRAEE—BI—E
FEET REBAZUER
VTR T]1% i B SRR AR
BE, BEREZIHSE—IE
ISR, EfEH S rIER
S5igHigit e, %5 E Rk
2012 &£ MIPIM K3 (EIfRFE
HFERRR G R RE) Hkm“
EERERR" IR,

Our master plan aimed to en-
sure that the public space such
as the main square in front of
the WinX Tower would become
an attractive meeting place,
inviting people to linger. The
tower is therefore at the heart
of urban life during the day
and after work. The openness
and the paths down to the
Main riverbank, not to mention
the new routes linking the
area to the rest of the city all
help fill it with life. The MainTor
quarter is also a prototype for
a high-density and mixed-use
urban high-rise ensemble — a
vertical city which, despite the
differing architects and build-
ings, appears to be cast from

a single mold. The high quality
of the project’s architecture
and urban design earned it the
“Best German Project” special
prize in the MIPIM Awards 2012.
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WIinX Tower
IN the center
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Entry situation and lobby

I FHEEZAE (Neue
Mainzer StraBe) BJ WinX X[&,
HEtBEamANORRSAEZ
HRBDABEFRELERT
IR, fER N O ENHITHEEE
A IERIIEIZITH R

BT —ERHERNIF,

It EEENRBARE. S
BN T IR —
ATHETRRRY 17, BN E R
BET, Mz XIFR A
ITENT EHS S
4k, 28 Schneidwallgasse 1
Alte Mainzer Gasse FREIHEN
ZEAH . X—HEEEEK
Heim NOERMAER
2HH], I59bh #71% T FE SRRV E
EREXERASEHXSE
BREZENEEE.

WinX

The seven-story portal building
of the WinX Tower on Neue
Mainzer Strasse references the
lower office buildings. Its
function as the point of access
is also reflected in the design
of the facade, which forms a
large, grand portal allowing

a view into the lobby. The
glass vestibule of the high-
rise is designed as a covered
plaza with restaurants along
its sides on the ground floor
and thus brings added life

and variety to the neighbor-
hood’s main square. Other
points of access have been
created via Schneidwallgasse
and Alte Mainzer Gasse. The
ensemble of the high-rise with
a portal building in front acts
to balance the difference in
height between the adjacent
perimeter development and
the pronounced cluster of CBD
high-rises.
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Reception

WinX

A glass hall forms the main
entrance of the high-rise and
is destined to strengthen the
everyday use of the neighbor-
hood as an urban loggia. The
publicly accessible entrance
hall can also be used as a
space for events and exhi-
bitions, and since November
2021 has been home to
“Passage’, the permanent

art installation by renowned
Japanese artist Chiharu Shiota.
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Ground floor plan

WinxX IR RS ENR T H
X E R BRI E

IERRYITERIR T, RE T X EE
EEREANERS S8 18
BB EE 29, MNEER
ARSI EEH N KR

FESHFNUES—REE
B THER—y XK i

ANTEN, EEthEmRE
RINIRIR,

The unusual shape of the WinX
Tower derives from the x-
shaped floor plan. The vertical
line of the kink in the facade
emphasizes its slenderness
and height rise. The tower
doesn’t have any rear side and
is accessible both from the
street and from the neigh-
borhood. The variety of uses
on the ground floor, with the
supermarket, restaurant, and
bar, bring life to the area and
enhance the quality of time
spent there.
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FBi& usages

o wnN -

$%%F reception
Supermarkt supermarket
HBR™17 bar

&IT restaurant

W% = post office

WinX
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WinX

TR T EE

Regular floor plan

EEHIREN D ARIT, BE
AIREAE, WAk AEN
By A S, B F1.355K
HEEIEE, EMDh BT
BINEEIR2TOXK, RIFTIR
ENFEESSmRITEE
WES52.87KNENESE

EHAS BB, &
REABEERENTERE,
te4h, R P Sh=sia] (MER)

BITERSEINZERN
REXR ;T S B2 800F 75
KHUEMEENE—ARRo

On each floor there are four
office units that can be let

in small sections and used
flexibly. Based on a fit-out grid
of 1.35 meters, each office is
at least 2.70 meters wide and
offers maximum comfort of a
high standard. Floor-to-ceiling
window elements and clear
room heights of 2.87 meters

create bright office spaces that
add to the quality of time in the
building. The outside areas
(loggias) on each floor likewise
allow for a visual interaction
between the indoor and out-
door space. The rooftop garden
is the highlight, covering an
area of more than 800 square
meters.
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Interior design
and facade

HRUANES
Terrace with view

ZERRITUARAMBR ST )
MRAES, AT H IR
HEREZFATSERTH
WEAEEIER T REE
BEHEENREREA, XEXRA
BT T =E—FA AR
MR E. AR BN
BESMER, SAOEZHALE
DER (BFRBEREEXR
SAEM) SN ILERIEL T IR
5 KBk XA L LG — 1%
SMBERNMER ZE2TE
HemBRERRITES, U
RHESES BARRRR
I NLE AR TRZIENR,

ERIRIT

The interior stands out for the
use of natural and mineral
materials that reflect a har-
monious design concept. For
the floor and wall panels in the
reception area and elevator
lobbies, the designers chose
high-quality travertine stone in
dark and light shades, resulting
in natural stone surfaces that
create an ambience of timeless
elegance. The light, natural
colors and materials forge a
connection with the facades

of the portal building and the
surrounding buildings that also
feature natural stone (lime-
stone). This fosters a visual
sense of unity and affinity

in the material nature of the
ensemble, something which
underscores the high-qual-

ity overall concept of the
building and impresses with its
combination of elegance and
naturalness.
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REREMAAGH AMIEE  BRIK 2021 FARE RN While warm color tones and building axis, and triple glazing,
BEERAMELRAE T WEHY DGNB iz H &, natural materials such as stone, meets the latest standards in

S, MREERAR A 1L IR T I
LABRZ  REARVFRIR L3R TT
REABTTRANER A
BIMEBRLIRTNRERI XN R ILE
BR— M ENHAITANE

BN =EWIBFT G &M

R RITE. AT HEIHH
BN AR R, %

wood, and glass define the at-
mosphere of the inside space,
the fagade with its sculpted
look features bright, natural
anodized aluminum elements.
The double fagcade with its
outer sun protection, opening
casements in every second

sustainability. Thanks to its
innovative architecture and
sustainable building planning,
the tower was presented with
the Iconic Award 2021 as well
as the highest-level GSBC
certificate in Platinum.
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Another feature: the notable scale
of prefabrication in the fagade
elements, each of which visually
bonds two stories.

IEE
Facade

WinX A B B9 37 Eig iR —
1R ERREKEAM—RA
RERIMIEBER, 5818
ERARARMIIENE
AR T EFEAX L. I IR
THERAR, R BNERRS
BOERRIRELAHES, |
F T REEZNNRER SR
BREIRR SRR ER
WX EERRFENT &
B’53E.

The WinX Tower occupies a
special position with regard to
the design of its fagade: It is the
only building in the neigh-
borhood to boast a modern
aluminum sheet metal skin and
is thus distinct from the other
buildings with their natural
stone frontages. The facade
design is very understated, with
light-colored pilaster strips

and cornices that are some-
what more prominent on the
front sides to lend the tower

a more sculpted appearance.
The resulting light and shadow
effects instill the high-rise with
structure and dynamism.

Facade
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Assembly of the art

1TAZ AR Chiharu Shiota
BER AL BTN B ELEHIRK
H=4£LY e, ke
EYRERAIIED MHER
{Passage) 13 T TN B

B 5 ohER” BUBIE R KA
ZAREEHR T XEEEKAER
HIEARZIHHHNAE 2
tHERLIER B ERFEHIK
BOAR, Hp— LB E SRR
YRR, B EEIER AT
TR BEEIMD AN IER,
CAREHFEATITOREM
T4 FN230 A BB %,

-l-—r-' iy g—-- - g
TR VEE TRV EEY e g AT

The works by performance
artist Chiharu Shiota stand

out for their three-dimen-
sional fabrics of red and

black thread, into which she
weaves everyday objects. Her
work “Passage” emerged the
winner in a competition held for
invited artists on the theme of
“Transparency and Movement”.
The permanent art installation
is themed around Frankfurt’s
history as a trading city. A total
of seven boats made of red- or
white-painted aluminum, partly
covered with an elaborate
woven mesh, are fixed to the
glass roof of the foyer behind
the reception and to the fagade
of the office building. The artist
used a total of 970 kilometers
of red and 230 kilometers

of white thread to create the
piece.

. (e S gm—"
. - 'r‘.-f” s L
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Art on buildings
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Jurgen Engel

BkA, BEE
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FERENERR
Head of office Frankfurt
Peter Feuerbach

UIf Gatzke-Yu

mEEE
Project manager
UIf Gatzke-Yu
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B HRA
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GEG Development GmbH
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Project team

MEEE

Building owner representation
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Building physics
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Other buildings

AKX
LSRN

1 ﬁﬁ-
Ak Client
STRABAG Real Estate GmbH
ST GFA 66.990 m?
%11 Designed by LANGHOF® und KSP ENGEL
B Height 19 m
I8 T Completion 07/2017
IZIN Awards
DGNBZEZRIAIE, FIABCIEE SHMEM~ KK (£X, 2018%F, “
SZERIRITAR” 25, 20194F) DGNB Gold, FIABCI Prix d’Excel-
lence Germany, Gold, 2018, ,Mixed-use Development* 2019

PRESKE
A=A

Al = Client

Helaba Landesbank Hessen-Thiiringen
BAT GFA 114500 m?

= Height 206 m

T Competition 02/2001, —Z 3 1st prize
2T Completion 2028

37
SAP
SR

e 0 0N

ﬂmJMIIIHJ
!

A= Client

GroB & Partner GmbH mit OFB Projektentwicklung GmbH
BETR GFA11.780 m?

BRI Number of workspaces 500

I2 T Completion 06/2018

420 Awards

LEEDZRIAIE, 2020F 5E M 1E T2 (ICONIC Award) — 3k
42 LEED Gold, ICONIC Award 2020 — Winner

Nextower

ERAME =518

Il = Client

PalaisQuartier GmbH & Co. KG

SAF0 GFA 47.700 m?

B Height 135 m

% T Completion 04/2010

IZIN Awards

DGNBZIAUE. 2010 ERES B BN,
2013FLZ BN R NEINE DGNB Gold, Best Tall Building
Award 2010, Finalist Green Building Award 2013

i J 0l
NN
IR |

Canyon

EEAHE=518

Ak == Client

CV Real Estate AG

BT GFA 38.310 m?

BR{iI Number of workspaces approx. 1.000

% T Completion 2028

4210 Awards

B3R5 LEED A AIAIE. WELL BHRAREIAIE R Wired-
Score IAJE Targeting LEED Platinum certification,

WELL Building Standard, WiredScore

\WestendDuo
ERAB L=

T

5

Al = Client

Hochtief Projektentwicklung GmbH

BAT GFA50.690 m?

S Height 96 m

=28 Competition 11/2001, —Z 3 1st prize

12 T Completion 12/2006

320 Awards

2008FEfFmBEENR AIHFE A BIF52E International High-
Rise Award 2008 Special Award for Sustainability
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